
I write to you on a day which marks the end of my 
third week as Principal.  What an interesting three 
weeks we have had!  From lockdown, to snow and 
now the impact of storm Christoph.  I hope you are all 
managing to stay safe and well through the difficult 
times that we are living in.

All this said, my first weeks at Shafton as Principal 
have been amazing.  Teaching staff has done so well 
delivering remote learning to our students. It has been 
fantastic to see students engaging in learning from 
home. Feedback so far from the students and the 
community has been so wonderful to read. Teachers 
have been innovative and creative and really stepped 
up to the challenge of teaching remotely and our 
students' engagement has been excellent.  We are 
constantly supporting students that are struggling with 
this new way of learning, making phone calls, offering 
top tips and providing laptops where they are most 
needed to remove any barriers to learning.

Please remember to keep checking our website where 
there is a dedicated link for anything Covid related 
and we are constantly updating our site with new 
information.

Parents of Year 11. I appreciate how difficult this time 
must be for you and your child. It is absolutely vital 
that all students in Year 11 continue with lessons and 
learning and do not make the very wrong assumption 
that Year 11 is over. I delivered this message clearly to 
our students through an assembly last week. Year 11 
are still doing an amazing job with this and their focus 
is great, please discuss this with your child.  Although 
we are not clear what the process for the Summer will 
be, we do all know that continued student 
engagement is absolutely vital.

We have amended our student praise focus to support 
virtual learning and this newsletter will share all our 
different praise initiatives.  I am so proud to have the 
wonderful opportunity to be Principal of such an 
amazing school, this newsletter celebrates the 
dedication of both our students, staff and community.  
We want to stay connected and hope that this helps 
us to all celebrate together.

Take Care Mrs McQueen







Screen time
A big issue facing all of us working from home at the minute is the 
increase in our daily screen time. You can check out our twitter 
page @OAShafton for tips shared using the #screenfreedom tag. 
Try to make sure that you spend your lunchtime and two break 
times each day away from all screens - that’s an hour a day to try 
something new or connect with your family! Over the next week, 
why not try to coordinate your lunch break with whoever else is at 
home with you? One of you could make a cuppa whilst the other 
makes a sandwich - you might even learn a new skill at the same 
time! One thing I have been trying to do is having a phone free 
weekend. I’ve found it has been really beneficial in helping me feel 
refreshed at the start of a new week

Hi everyone, Mrs Taylor here.
 I hope you are all coping okay with the new challenges we are facing 
with online learning and staying in our homes. Each week I am going 
to provide you with some tips and ideas for how to look after yourself 
and your families during this time. The most important message I want 
to give to you all during this first issue is that it is okay if you are not 
okay. Life has changed a lot over the past year and it is important to 
recognise that sometimes we need a break and time to recharge 
ready for the new week ahead. Take the time to talk about your 
feelings and reach out if you want any additional support, school will 
always be here to support you. The wellbeing website is still up and 
running for advice about a range of issues with details of our Mental 
Health trained staff also on the main page:
 https://sites.google.com/shafton.outwood.com/wellbeing/home

Leila’s tip of the week:
Make sure you stick to a good sleep schedule! It is really 
important to make sure you are getting enough sleep each night 
otherwise you will be tired during your lessons. The NHS 
recommends teenagers have 8 - 10 hours sleep each night.
If you want more info about good sleeping habits, I recommend 
looking up the Chilypep Sleep toolkit

https://sites.google.com/shafton.outwood.com/wellbeing/home




The Form Programme
Here at Outwood Academy Shafton form time is really important.
 It’s important that students have an opportunity to have contact 
with their tutor who plays such a vital role in making sure that their
 time at school is as productive and happy as is possible. That is 
why we try to make this time as structured as possible. We want this time at the start of the day to be 
one where students are developing good learning habits, discussing with their peers and hearing any 
information that is vital to their learning that day.
In order that the experience of every student in form is a high quality and consistent one, we took the 
decision a couple of years ago to launch all form activities through a website. This means that tutors 
know exactly what to deliver each day and that all the resources and guidance for this are in one 
place.

We took a decision at the start of the lockdown to make Form time a session that would be streamed 
live to all students via their own form tutor. This means that our young people are able to catch up 
with their form mates and are hearing the same messages about the day ahead.

The form program consists of a Monday assembly that is recorded by a member of staff and placed 
on the site to be presented to all students at home. The content can vary enormously from week to 
week but always has a focus on the social, moral and cultural development of our children. Tuesday 
is always an activity that encourages students to reflect on that assembly and discuss with their peers 
their own views. On Wednesday and Thursday, our students take part in Votes for Schools. Each 
week there is a topic for discussion and students are presented with opportunities to improve their 
understanding of that issue. More importantly to vote each week on a question related to that topic . 
The following week they can view their own views with those of tens of thousands of students up and 
down the country who are also participating. But Thursday is also where we celebrate all of our 
amazing Proud Thursday winners. Students' work is entered for this award every week. Proud 
Thursday gives recognition to all of this hard work. Friday is a kind of ‘wild card’ day where the 
activities can vary enormously and tend to be tailored to the needs of each year group. Again though 
we end the week in form with a celebration of student achievement with our Learning Stars.
 All week teachers are busy nominating students for this award to show appreciation of 
the hard work our students do. Last week there were over a thousand nominations. 
So plenty to celebrate.

Form Time is to the school day what breakfast is to eating.  It provides our students with
 the structure, stimulation and support that will set them up for the day.



Attention Year 7 students!
We here at Outwood Academy Shafton are extremely proud of all of the hard work that our students are 
putting into to their online learning and would like to take this opportunity to say a massive well done to you 
all. 

This week we are excited to announce our new Year 7 Lockdown Legends competition.

Students will need to collect one ‘key’ word per subject throughout the week to unlock the different levels to 
achieve Lockdown Legend status. 

Level 1: English, Maths, Science, Geography, Art
Level 2: History, Music, DT, PE
Level 3: French, Drama, Computer science, Life

Your teachers will share the keyword with you in each of your lessons next week so look out for the 
Lockdown Legends Logo. All you need to do is remember each word or make a note of each word and 

complete the online quiz each Friday to be entered into the Lockdown Legends Prize Draw. 

The link to the quiz will be given to you by your Period 5 teacher on Friday.
This week’s lucky winner will be rewarded with a £5 voucher and Jenga - delivered to your house on 
Friday after school. 
Good Luck!
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